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Magnificent Jewels of Important Historical Provenance  

& Rare Coloured Diamonds Soar at Sotheby’s Geneva, 

Bringing CHF 37,011,375 ($36,682,714, €24,553,028) 
 

--The Roxburghe Rubies Bring the Unprecedented Sum of 

CHF 5,821,000, ($5,769,309, €3,861,602), 

A World Record Price for a Ruby Suite— 

 
--A Fancy Vivid Yellow Diamond Sells for CHF 3,162,500 ($3,134,417, €2,097,975) 

And a Magnificent Vivid Green Diamond Sells for CHF 3,106,500 ($3,078,914, 

€2,060,825), a New World Auction Record Price Per Carat for a Vivid Green Diamond-- 

 
 

Auction : Magnificent Jewels Sale, Tuesday 17
th

 November 2009, Hotel Beau Rivage, Geneva 
 

 

GENEVA, 17 November 2009 – Jewels of historical importance and important and unique natural yellow, green 

and blue diamonds brought stunning prices at Sotheby’s Sale of Magnificent Jewels on Tuesday November 17th 

2009 at the Hotel Beau Rivage, Geneva.  The Roxburghe Rubies, an important late 19th Century suite 

comprising a necklace and earrings, brought the unprecedented sum of CHF 5,821,000, ($5,769,309, 

€3,861,602), five times the high estimate, and the sale saw high prices for yellow, green and blue diamonds as 
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well.   The entire sale brought CHF 37,011,375, $36,682,714, €24,553,028 against a pre-sale low estimate of 

CHF 30 million (US$ 29.5 million*) and was 79% sold by lot and 79% sold by volume. 

 

Speaking of the sale, David Bennett, Sotheby’s Chairman of Jewellery, Europe and Middle East, said:  “The 

Roxburghe Rubies, a magnificent suite comprising a ruby and diamond rivière necklace and earrings, the 

property of Mary, Duchess of Roxburghe, attracted extraordinary pre-sale attention at exhibitions around the 

world both for the quality of the rubies and the significant historical provenance, and sold for CHF 5,821,000, 

($5,769,309, €3,861,602), five times the high estimate and a world record price for a ruby suite.  A remarkable 

array of coloured diamonds was led by the price of CHF 3,162,500 for a Very Impressive Fancy Vivid Yellow 

diamond and included two new world record prices per carat for green, and intense blue diamonds.” 

 

STRONG PRICES FOR FANCY COLOURED DIAMONDS  

A Very Impressive Fancy Vivid Yellow cut-Cornered Rectangular Modified 

Brilliant-Cut Diamond of 74.80 carats mounted on a plain yellow gold ring sold for  

CHF 3,162,500 ($3,134,417, €2,097,975) (est. CHF 2.6– 3.6million / US$ 2.5 – 3.5 

million) to Chatila. 

 

 

One of the highlights among the coloured diamonds was a great rarity:  the 

largest vivid green diamond ever to appear at auction, a Cushion Modified 

Brilliant-Cut Vivid Green Diamond weighing 2.52 carats (est. CHF 3.3 – 5.45 

million / US$3.1 – 5.1 million), which sold for CHF 3,106,500, $3,078,914, 

€2,060,825. The combination of the colour's natural origin and its saturation 

makes it an extremely unusual occurrence in nature.  

 

 A Very Attractive Fancy Pink Cushion-Shaped Diamond From a Private 

Collection weighing 6.63 carats sold for CHF 1,426,500 ($1,413,833, €946,328) 

(est. CHF 1.35 to 1.95 million / US$ 1.3 – 1.9 million).  

 

A Very Rare Fancy Intense Blue Brilliant-Cut Diamond 

ring of 3.17 carats is unusual in that the brilliant cut is very rarely seen in coloured 

diamonds from a private collection.  Estimated at CHF 1,650,000 – 2,675,000 (US$ 1.6 – 

2.6 million), the stone sold to Chatila for CHF 2,546,500 ($2,523,500 €1,689,326), a new 

world auction record price per carat for an intense blue diamond.  
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JEWELS OF IMPORTANT HISTORICAL PROVENANCE 

Among the jewels of important historical provenance were The 

Roxburghe Rubies, perhaps the most exceptional necklace of Burmese 

rubies to have come to auction in living memory -- a Rare and Highly 

Important Ruby and Diamond Necklace from the 19th Century, 

Property of Mary, Duchess of Roxburghe, together with the 

accompanying Important Pair of Ruby and Diamond Earrings, also 

from 1884, which aroused extraordinary presale interest. The 

stunning rivière was created with twenty-four cushion-shaped rubies 

beautifully balanced with twenty-four similarly shaped diamonds, 

mounted in silver and gold, and is approximately 433mm in length.  

Estimated at CHF 630,000 – 1,125,000 (US$ 618,000 – 1,097,000), the 

suite brought CHF 5,821,000, ($5,769,309, €3,861,602) (the necklace 

CHF 4,338,500, $4,299,974 €2,878,124) (the earrings CHF 1,482,500, $1,469,335, €983,478). The necklace is 

thought to have been purchased from Garrards by the 5th Earl of Rosebery (née Rothschild) as recorded in one 

of his diary entries.  They would most likely have been a present for his wife Hannah and then gifted to their 

daughter, the Marchioness of Crewe and thence by descent to her daughter, Mary, Duchess of Roxburghe.  

 

A Sapphire and Diamond Demi-Parure from circa 1900, inherited from Grand 

Duchess Maria Pavlovna by her daughter Princess Elena of Greece and Denmark, 

Grand Duchess of Russia (1882-1957), had been consigned by its present owner, 

a Member of a European Imperial Family. Estimated 

at CHF 140,000 - 180,000 - US$ 137,000 - 176,000, it 

sold for CHF 482,500, $478,215, €320,086. The 

jewels have an extremely important historical value 

as they left Russia just before Maria Pavlovna’s flight from St Petersburg during the 

1917 Revolution. The Grand Duchess of Russia recovered them over two years later 

upon her arrival in England. The group comprises a brooch of plaque design, set at 

the centre with an oval Burmese sapphire within a border of cushion-shaped 

diamonds; a pair of ear clips en suite; as well as a later fitted case by Cartier, stamped with the crown of the 

Royal House of Greece. 

 

The sale offered a few items from the internationally admired jewellery collection of famed society figure 

Daisy Fellowes - acknowledged as having been one of the 20th century’s most stylish and glamorous women 
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and editor of Harper’s Bazaar, Paris, in the mid 1930s.  A Sapphire Brooch designed as an Iris made in Cartier’s 

London workshop in 1940 in which the petals are set with cushion-shaped sapphires and brilliant cut diamonds 

and the stem is created from emeralds entwined with baguette diamonds sold for CHF 662,500 ($656,617, 

€439,497) (est. CHF 155,000 – 255,000 / US$152,000 – 249,000).  

 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium 

 

DIGITAL IMAGES ARE AVAILABLE BY E-MAIL 

ALL SOTHEBY’S PRESS RELEASES ARE PUBLISHED ONLINE AT WWW.SOTHEBYS.COM 

Auction to be held at the Hotel Beau Rivage, Geneva 

Tuesday 17th November 2009 

10.30am (session 1)   2.30pm (session 2)   7.00pm (session 3) 

 

Pre-sale exhibition at the Hotel Beau Rivage, Geneva 

Saturday 14th to Monday 16th November, 2009, 10am to 6pm 

Tuesday 17th November, 2009, 10am to 4.00pm (selected lots) 

 
The highlights will be exhibited prior to the auction in Hong Kong (2nd to 8th October), New York (14th to 19th 

October), London (25th to 28th October) and Geneva (14th to 17th November). 

 
 

 

 

Note to editors: 

 

 

• A Fancy Vivid Blue step-cut diamond weighing 6.04 carats sold at Sotheby’s Hong Kong, October 2007 

for $7,981,835 ($1,321,495 per carat) * 

*Broke the previous world record for price per carat for any gemstone   

 

• A Fancy Vivid Blue pear-shaped diamond weighing 4.16 carats sold at Sotheby’s Geneva, November 

2007 for $4,727,986 ($1,136,535 per carat)  

 

• A Fancy Vivid Blue pear-shaped diamond weighing 3.73 carats sold at Sotheby’s Geneva, May 2008 for 

$4,955,097 ($1,328,444 per carat) 

 

• The “Star of Joséphine”, a Fancy Vivid Blue cushion-shaped diamond weighing 7.03 carats sold at 

Sotheby’s Geneva, May 2009 for $9,488,754 ($ 1,349,751 per carat) **                 

**Current world auction record price per carat for a blue diamond and any gemstone                         

                   

 


